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GOLFING IN THAILAND - GENERAL 
 
There are over 200 high standard golf courses nationwide, many of them championship 
standard. The world’s top designers have made a 
significant contribution. Jack Nicklaus, Robert 
Trent Jones Jr, Pete Dye, Gary Player and many 
others have perfected modern layouts, using the 
best grasses and latest techniques.  
 
The result is some of the most attractive courses in 
Asia, with excellent facilities, memorable signature holes and regular maintenance to keep 
them in top-class condition. 
 
Every course has its caddies; it’s mandatory to employ one for your round. They are Thailand’s 
secret weapon in making golf such good fun. These brightly clad ladies, in smart uniforms and 

straw hats, know lots about the course, smile almost all 
the time, and very good at reading putts. 
 
Caddies are about 200 baht a round (but a tip is of 
course greatly appreciated). 
 
 

 
 

THE SEASON FOR GOLF 
Thailand is ideal for golf, no matter what time of year. The country has three distinct seasons - 
cool (November -February), hot (March - June) and rainy (July - October), with temperatures 
soaring up to as much as 35 degrees Celsius or more in the hottest month of April. 
 
Golf is fine during the rainy season as it seldom rains for more than a couple of hours at a time, 
usually in the evening or night. In the north of Thailand, the cool season can be decidedly chilly 
- you might need a sweater, especially in highland areas - while in the rest of the country the 
cool season is still hot by Western standards, certainly over 20 degrees. The south tends to get 
rain throughout the year, usually in the afternoon or evening. 
 
Probably the best time to take to the links is in the early 
morning or late afternoon, when the sun is not quite so 
scorching. Some courses also offer floodlighting, so 
you can even enjoy a round after sunset. 
 
Best time to Play 
Your on holidays right? 
 
The hottest part of the day is noon and trying to 
finish in the heat takes it’s toll  
 
Transfer to the course mid morning  
Enjoy the club Hospitality of the clubhouse, a snack or 
lunch 
Tee off a little after lunch and finish in the closing heat 
Enjoy a clubhouse features and transfer back after the traffic 
Then enjoy the evening with golfers and discuss what could have been! 
Sleep in (your on holidays right?)  
 
  



 
GREEN FEE 
 

Green fees in Thailand are well below the international average. 
 

Weekday charges may be as low as aud$30 to $80 Bangkok, with 
fees rising little over the weekend. 
 
Green fees in Phuket are generally the highest aud$100 to $110 
in Thailand, but still much less than you would expect to pay at 
comparable courses worldwide. 
 

Many of the clubs are particular about exclusivity; however all 
inclusive golfing packages are available to most clubs. And of 

course breathtaking backdrops and a full range of services 
 

Most courses rent out clubs, shoes and umbrellas for a nominal fee. 
You're recommended to bring your own, comfortably fitting 
shoes along though. 
 
Golf carts are also available for hire at many international-
standard courses. 

 
 
 
Climate 
 
You won't need a meteorologist to tell you that Thailand's climate is normally hot and 
humid. It's a tropical country with a typical tropical climate. 
Understanding the seasonal variations however can help in planning 
a visit.  Three main seasons provide a distinct, and fairly predictable, 
set of climatic changes. April and May is when it's really hot. Locals 
seek the shade more often than normal, air conditioners work 
overtime, and unwise tourists sizzle in the sun. 
 
From June to October, the rainy season, It's slightly cooler, although 
still hot by most standards, and it's a lot wetter. November to 
December is the season most favoured by tourists, the weather then is 
still quite hot, but not nearly so humid. In the north though, temperatures can drop to 
less than 10 degrees at night. 
 
Light, loose fitting, cotton garments are still the best, including cotton socks which some 

still prefer to go sock less.  Shoes, except for visits 
to upmarket restaurants and hotels should be 
casual and comfortable. For more adventurous 
excursions such as trekking and hill climbing (and 
golfing!), specialised clothing and footwear, are of 
course a necessity. 
 
 
  



 
Six main golfing areas in Thailand:- 
 
1. Bangkok and Surrounding Areas 
Over 30 golf courses around the exciting, exotic city of 
Bangkok, including: Natural Park Ramindra (Robert Trent 
Jones Jnr.), Navatanee (Robert Trent Jones), Krungthep 
Kreetha, Rose Garden, Subhapreuk (Pete Dye), Thana City 

 
West Australia to Bangkok flight 06hrs 45 mins 
(Greg Norman), Kiarti Thanee, Lake Wood 
(Michael Doellot),Thai Country Club (Denis 
Griffiths), Pinehurst (Yoshihara Aihara), Windmill 

(Nick Faldo), Green Valley (Robert Trent Jones Jr.), 
Panya Indra and Panya Park (both Robert Fream)  
 

2. Pattaya and the Eastern Seaboard 
Around the lively sea-side resort of Pattaya, (there are over 20 inexpensive golf 
courses, including Laem Chabang (Jack Nicklaus, 27 holes), Noble Place (Peter 
Thompson), Great Lakes (Nick Faldo), Siam Country Club (I. Izumi), Khao 
Kheow (Pete Dye), Phoenix (Denis Griffiths), Natural Park Resort and Natural 
Park Hills (Robert Fream). From Bangkok by Road 2.30 hours, can stop on the 
way to play golf 
 
3. Kanchanaburi – North West 
The historic and scenically beautiful area alongside the River Kwai, with its 
infamous bridge (10 golf courses, including Mission Hills (Jack Nicklaus), River 
Kwai, Nichigo and Evergreen. From Bangkok by Road North allow 3 hours. 
 
4. Cha Am / Hua Hin – Western Gulf 
The older seaside resort of Cha Am / Hua Hin, site of the Thai Royal family 
summer residences. 10 courses including Springfield Royal (Jack Nicklaus), 
Dragon Hills (Jack Nicklaus), Lake View (Roger Packard), Royal Hua Hin (A. 
O. Robins - 1924), Majestic Creek, Palm Hills (Max Wexler), Milford and 

Sawang Resort. From Bangkok by Road West allow 3 hours. Subdued region 
(the Kings summer Palace). 
 
5. Chiang Mai/Chiang Rai - North 
10 courses including Chiang Mai/Lamphun, Green Valley (Dennis Griffiths), 
Lanna, Royal Chiang Mai Golf Club, and Chiang Rai International. 
From Bangkok Domestic flight 1hr 20 mins. Colder climate and the friendliest 
Thai culture. 
 
6. Phuket – South West 
The beautiful, tropical island of Phuket has five great golf courses: Blue Canyon 
Country Club (36 holes, designed by Yoshikazo Kato with Gary Player), the site 
of the 1998 Johnny Walker Classic -- won by Tiger Woods after a play-off with 
Ernie Els; Phuket Country Club and Loch Palm Golf Club (both designed by 
renowned Thai architect, Dr. Sukitti Klangvishai); Banyan Tree Club (Max 
Wexler) and Thai Muang Beach Resort, Thailand's only links course (Pete Dye 
Designs). 
Flight: from West Aust flight is 06. Hrs.  Flight: from Bangkok aloe 1.10 hour) 

 

  



 
Seven Wonderful Ways Why Golf Thai-Style Is Uniquely Different 
 
What makes Thailand the best golf destination on earth? In a recent article for Sawasdee, the 
inflight magazine of Thai Airways International, Peter Andraes, a Thailand-based golf 
pro and writer, offered the following seven wonderful ways why golf Thai-style is 
uniquely different: 
 
No. 1 Fun, fun, fun. 
The spirit of sanuk sanan which translates as "fun and games", a basic feature of the 
culture of the Thai people. 
 
No. 2 The Caddies. 
Most Thai caddies are female. Generally, they are attractive, friendly, polite and radiate 
pure femineity. Many golfers hire two or even three! With the caddies in their colourful overalls 
and sun-bonnets, your foursome turns into a colourful parade crossing the fairways. 
 
No. 3 The Rhythm of Three. 
On most golf courses, at every third hole there is a shaded kiosk or gazebo. 
These charming little oases serve a wide variety of refreshments ranging from fresh fruit, soft 
drinks and beer, to chicken and rice. The rhythm of three - golf, recharge, play. 

 
No. 4 Help From Mother Earth. 
Feng Shui is the Chinese art of harmonizing the natural as well as man-made 
environment to bring good health, fortune and happiness to people around it. 
In Thailand, golf courses are designed using Feng Shui principles and other Thai 
religious beliefs. Thus, it is not unusual to see special "spirit" 
trees wrapped in brightly-colored cloth, flower leis lining the 
fairways, and immaculately kept shrines, all combining to 
give an elusive mystical quality. 

 
No. 5 User Friendly. 
Thailand's vital and exuberant culture expresses itself through the 
natural graciousness, politeness and beauty of her people, which 
enhances the golf experience immeasurably. The Thais light-hearted 
and relaxed approach to life, mai pen rai, or "don't worry, be happy", 
makes the most difficult things easy to accept -- even that 7 on a Par 3! 
 
No. 6 Easy Access.  
Almost all of Thailand's finest courses are open to the public. 
You won't need special connections to meet a member.  
In Thailand, you are welcomed with open arms, bright smiles, and affordable green fees. 
 
No. 7 Spas, Massage and Rejuvenation. 

One of the most delightful aspects of golf Thai-style is the 
addition of the spa experience, and the regenerative 
benefits of traditional Thai massage. 
 
Thailand's finest golf resorts have elegant clubhouses with 
every conceivable amenity, including great restaurants, 
luxury hotels and relaxing spas. 
 
At many golf clubs, highly trained masseuses are available 
to provide therapeutic massage, and foot reflexology 

massage. 
  



Logistics – flight duration, costs, seasons 
 
Flight time duration:    West Australia to Phuket 06 hrs & Bangkok 06 hrs 45 mins. 

 
Flight cost     
Indicative prices only subject to group size 
and market changes. Seasonal effects on 
prices are all other periods are shoulder 
which reduce prices by up to 40% 
 

 
Seasons 
Low Jan 29 to Feb 14 Low season $1,000 
Low Feb 26 to Mar 31 
Low April 1 to Apr 5 April 13-16 Festival Songkran – (wild and wet) 
Low April 24 to Jun 14 
Low July 7 to Sep 13 
Low Oct 9 to Nov 15 Nov – Festival – Loy Kratong – (quite/romantic) 
High Nov 15 to Jan 15 high season $1300 
 
Accommodation 
Twin share from $45 to $300 per night 
Bangkok and Phuket generally highest accommodation cost 
 
Green Fees 
From aud$40 + transfers 
Average costs: Bangkok $85, Chonburi $65, Phuket $110 includes caddie 
 
Transfers 
Cost of transfer to/from green with regions will depend on the number of people in the group. 
Allow $15 per person (min 4 people) 

Prices at 2010 
 
Cost summary: 
1. Flight cost (see top of this page) $1000/$1300 low/high season                                      $___________ 
 
2. Region SIX AREAS = ___________ $20/$125 domestic transfer x _____ regions         $___________ 
1=(bus)$20, 2/3/4=(bus)$75, 5/6=(flight)$100 Bus or domestic flight 
 
3. Accommodation standard 3/4/5 star $45/$300 per night twin or single x ____ nights      $___________ 
Rating hotel – 4/5 star include breakfast 
 
4. Green fees – region = ___________ $50/110 per week day x ___ games                       $___________ 
Course rating 2/3/4/5 star all include caddy 
per weekends x ___ games + 30% s.charge                                                                         $___________ 
 
5. Transfers to/from Hotel to Golf course = average of $15 per person min 4 people x ____ games 
 
                                                                                                                                               $___________ 
 
6. Tour guide English or Thai $aud125 per day x ______days                                             $___________ 
 
7. Administration/logistics fee aud$150 per person Minimum aud$200                                 $___________ 
 
                                                                                                                          Budget cost $__________ 
 
  



Some do's and don't's for first time visitors to Thailand 
 

 
When in Thailand it's not always necessary to do as the Thais do, 
indeed certain customs such as resting on one's haunches or 
sleeping atop a motorcycle, might present some physical 
difficulties to the average Western visitor. 
 
There is however, a list of things to avoid doing and some you 
should remember always to do. 
Never say anything which might be considered disrespectful of 
the King or Royal Family. In general, do not make direct criticisms 
of things not to your liking, you may unwittingly offend your Thai 
listener. 
 

The head is considered by Thais to be the most noble part of the body, s
rule, avoid touching people on the head, and certainly, on a beach for 
instance, never step over a person's head. At the other extremity, the 
feet are considered less than noble, therefore do not point with the foot. 
When sitting on a chair, it's more polite to literally keep both feet on th
ground. 

o as a general 

e 

You can point at objects but never point at people. It's considered very 
rude. Public displays of affection are strictly taboo. The Tourism Authority of Thailand 
advises that holding hands is the accepted limit in this regard. Prolonged staring at 
another person is also considered to be very rude and risky. A quick smile and a 
friendly nod are safer and more polite. 

 
Do remember to remove your shoes before entering a Thai house, especially up 
country where the custom of washing your feet with ladled water and rubbing one foot 
on the other, may still be in force. 
 

 
Do dress appropriately which means not wandering around the city 
dressed for the beach. It is especially important at temples where the 
correct dress requires females not to wear shorts, slacks or short 
skirts. Males should also not wear shorts and will be more respected if 
they were long-sleeved shirts. 

 
 

Finally do remember to emulate that famous Thai smile -- 
especially on the golf course, even after that 7 on a Par 3!!. 
 
 
  



Energy tips for golfing in the tropics 
 

Do you find that a lack of energy on the back nine causes you to lose focus, power and 
consistency? Or maybe you're a slow starter who doesn't get in 
rhythm until after several holes? Regardless, both of these 
problems can occur because of poor golf nutrition--on and off the 
course. 

is is 

 every day, as well as during play, 
ave a major impact on your scores.  

re a few stroke-slashing tips on what to eat 
efore and during golf. 

 
offee or tea. Caffeine can cause you 

 dehydrate if used in excess.) 

 80% 

lub head speed and distance. Not to mention a loss of concentration, 
oordination and energy. 

y a big 
lready slightly 

ehydrated. Using thirst as an indicator to drink means it's already too late. 

y carbohydrates (quick energy), and not enough protein to balance the carbs for 
ustained energy. 

sh 

 

early equal amounts of protein 
nd carbs, you've got a winner! 

uctose). Avoid drinking sports drinks unless you've only got an hour left until the end of the round. 

ame. Choose the right "octane" 
and you'll be amazed at how consistent your swing will become. 

  

 
You've probably heard the saying "You are what you eat" and th
just as true for golf as it is any other sport. In fact, for golf, your 
power, focus and energy is controlled by your food intake. The 
long-term effects of what you eat
h
 
With that in mind, here a
b
 
1.  Before play, don't skip meals. This could affect your focus and 
energy levels dramatically. I suggest you eat a small, balanced meal 30 to 60 minutes before tee 
time. An example of this may be a low-fat deli sandwich, a piece of fruit and at least 12 to 16 ounces
of bottled water. (Skip the caffeinated drinks like soft drinks, c
to
 
2. Drink another 12 to 16 ounces of water before your round. Muscle tissue is roughly 75 to
water. So if your muscles become dehydrated by as little as 2%, you can experience a very 
significant loss of power, c
c
 
3.  During play, drink at least 6 ounces of water every 2 to 3 holes. Your best bet is to carr
bottle of water with you as you play. If you become thirsty, it means you're a
d
 
4.  It's difficult to eat soundly at most golf courses. That's why I suggest you bring along three or 
four energy bars with you. Having an energy bar just before the turn will give you the fuel you need 
to play consistently on the back nine. But there is a catch. Most energy bars aren't balanced. They 
contain way to man
s
 
5. To many simple carbs, at one time, will give you a quick ru
followed by a feeling of lethargy. You don't want this. Instead, 
find a bar that contains more than 8 grams of protein, less than 6
grams of fat and around 20 to 30 grams of carbs. If you can find 
a bar that tastes good and has n
a
 
If you're not the energy bar type, other foods to eat during play 
include: Almost any kind of nut or legume; A sandwich; Pretzels; 
Or fruit (because most fruits contains a slow absorbing type of sugar called 
fr
 
Just as gasoline is a fuel for your car, food is a fuel for your golf g

 



What to take on your trip to Thailand 
 
It’s hot and humid – clothing should be pretty obvious and of course there is 
plenty to buy when you get there. 
 
Power adapter http://www.voltage-converter-transformers.com/world-
electricity-conversion.html 
Most hotels will have adapters available for free hire, obviously is easier to 
purchase 1 locally before you go. Try Dick Smiths otherwise you should be 
able to buy at the airport before leaving but expect to pay for the convenience. 
Up to you 
 
Money 
 

• ATMs are everywhere & you get a good exchange rate. 
• "bank cards" often have a daily cash limit, you might want to address 
that before you leave home! 
• Banks will take credit cards for larger cash exchanges. 
• Hotel currency exchange is not suggested, ATMs & banks will give the 
most THB per $. 
• Money changers are frequently located throughout the tourist areas – all 

official money changes are   extremely honest … in fact the majority of Thai people are 
extremely trustworthy. 
• Hotels will have security box and offer money exchange but most travellers will know it’s 
Tip take plenty of cash (min $50 notes) and exchange when needed, this saves carry passport 
for travellers cheques. 
 

Backpak to carry water, camera, maps and the like for those days you go on extended 
tours. 
 
Bumbag / moneybelt to carry your valuables 
 
Alcohol 

 There is plenty of booze to buy in shops / local deli. But remember the import duty on 
wine/spirits is 420% so make sure you take your provisions. 

 You can buy duty free but then you have to carry hand luggage. Consider pre buying 
and packing:- 

  Bottles of wine. 
 Wrap each bottle in bubble wrap (buy from the post office) in place inside a sealed bag 

(in case it breaks). Then place them strategically in your suit case. Up to you  
 Clear spirits (Vodka and the like) are high on the list those unscrupulous characters. 

Rumoured they transfer the contents to their water bottles to be used as mixers around 
the swimming pool!!!! 

 

Food 
It does make good sense to take some home land favourite 
snacks (muesli bars, breakfast bars, plenty of lollies/tubes for a bit 
of sugar recharging on the hot days). 

• Golfers be warned! 
The golf courses offer sensational food at the club house 
however the water stations (kiosks and toilets) every 3 holes have good beers 
and water but the snacks are very local so take drink more or take your own 
snacks / lollies. Up to you! 

  

http://www.voltage-converter-transformers.com/world-electricity-conversion.html
http://www.voltage-converter-transformers.com/world-electricity-conversion.html
http://www.voltage-converter-transformers.com/world-


Mobile phones 
 

This can be a seriously expensive exercise IF YOU DO NOT KNOW 
HOW IT WORKS – BE WARNED  

Roaming costs can be horrific ! 
 
Check your roaming options with your service provider in Australia. 
Let them know what type of phone device you have an your intended 

use ie., phone or internet use 
 
Communications are generally throughout Thailand. Although certain islands and other remote 
areas may not have postal services, land phones or even mobile phone coverage. But in most 
tourist areas, this is not an issue. 
 
Public Telephones (Red call boxes are for local calls only, while Blue ones are local and all of 
Thailand). Most Post Offices also have an adjacent telephone / fax service office. Although 
finding privately operated fax and telephone service centres are never normally a problem. 
 
Internet Cafes also abound in Thailand, with the normal charge being just 4 baht per minute. In 
addition to this, laptop users can purchase temporary Internet access accounts from most of 
the countries ISP's (If you want to organize this in advance of your trip, you can purchase these 
online from Loxinfo, who have dial-up access numbers throughout Thailand. 
 
International dial 00 to Thailand 66 to Australia 61 
 
You can buy a local mobile phone and pay card – the calls are very 
inexpensive.  
Go to any supermarket (7/11 deli) with your passport or drivers licence. 
 
Don’t try to work out the instructions, just ask the staff to install the phone 
call/credit to your pone and offer a tip of gratitude. 
 
Health 
Most health problems can be avoided by a sensible approach to eating, drinking, and literally 

watching your step. If you are sensitive to hot spicy food, be selective in 
your choice of local dishes. Ready made desserts and reheated meats 
are also best avoided. 
 
Never drink, or even gargle in water from the tap. Always use any of the 
readily available bottled waters. 
 
The sun, even in the rainy season can be deceptively strong. Use a 
good sunscreen and limit your exposure time. Malaria poses no threat 

except in certain areas. If you intend travelling outside the main centres make sure you are 
adequately protected. 
 
Watch where you walk, particularly in Bangkok where the pedestrian needs to be especially 
mindful when crossing the road, even at traffic lights. Medicines from minor ailments are 
available at the many drug stores to be found almost everywhere. A high standard of medical 
treatment for more serious problems can be expected from most of the nationwide modern and 
well equipped hospitals. 
 
  



 
Testimonials 
 
December 2006, group from Perth, Sydney, Singapore and Thailand 
Tour to Bangkok – Chon buri 
2 courses played in Bangkok - Lakewood and Mung Keaw – excellent 
2 courses played in Chon Buri – Laem Chabang and Green Valley – 
superb  
 
 
August 2006, Perth WA - Group of 20 
Tour to Phuket-South 
Group of 20 guys. 2nd time in 3 years we visited Phuket. Group 
embers range from 
Karrinyup Country Golf Club, Royal Perth and others. 5 days 
and 5 games of golf. Our tour guide introduced us to 
great venues restaurants and shopping and lot of goof music 
venues. Members names available on request as referees. 
 
 
May 2006 50th Birthday, Perth WA 
Tour to ChiangMai- North 
Our group of 7 guys from WA and friends from Singapore and Bangkok. The charm of the 
people in Chiangmai is 
quite delightful. The courses we played are very challenging, yet beautiful. The golf resorts are 
spectacular with 
inexpensive meals and great views We can’t wait for someone to turn 50 so we can go again. 
 
 
Dec 2005 Accord Realty, Perth WA 
Tour to HuaHin - West 
Business Associates from Perth of 4 people and meet with Asian friends. Golf courses were 
superb, the caddies are 
fantastic. The Seaside restaurants and foot massages are so relaxing it’s paradise. 
 
Nov 2005 – Perth WA 
To friends at Pacrimcentral - Tour to Pattaya - East 
Our golf group (18 players+ 10 partners) overwhelming agree our trip was well beyond our 
expectation. Golf courses remarkable, Nightlife amazing, good shopping, food and booze 
inexpensive but more over the culture of the people was exceptional and we enjoy a fond 
memory. We are going back! Sincerely the lads and ladies of BGC (Balls Golf Club) 
Perth WA Nov 2005 … individual names available if required. 
Ps: thanks Len Sykes at Travel Associates Australia for the travel arrangements 
 
  



 
 

WEBSITE - KNOWLEDGE BASE 
 

AUSTHAI GOLF TOURS THAILAND: 
www.austhai.biz/KE/golf-tours 

includes  

• Brochures and flyers on Golf Thailand 

• Aussie Networks into Thailand for Business or Social 

• Web links to Thailand websites 

 

 

 

EXEC TOURS BANGKOK – GOLF: 
www.exectoursbkk.thaibis.com/Bangkok/golf 
Includes  

• Everything you will need, if not they will find it! 

• Focuses on tours for  

o Execs and their team building 

o Medical and Corporate 

o Golf in Bangkok 

 

 

 

TRAVEL THAILAND WEBSITE FOR AUSSIE: 

www.thailand.austhai.biz/ 
Includes 

• Beginners Tips of places and regions 

• Travel knowledge  

• Aussie Venues 

• Forum links to travellers diaries 

 

http://www.austhai.biz/KE/golf-tours
http://www.exectoursbkk.thaibis.com/Bangkok/golf
http://www.thailand.austhai.biz/
www.austhai.biz/KE/golf-tours
www.exectoursbkk.thaibis.com/Bangkok/golf
www.thailand.austhai.biz/

